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Follows the adventures of Max Axiom as he explains the science behind sound. Written in

graphic-novel format. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.
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These books are really fun to read. I have also been impressed with the accuracy of the books as

well. I also like that the main character (Max Axiom) continues through all of the books as kind of a

guide. I would rate these as the next step up beyond "the Magic School Bus" for science loving kids.

It may also spark and interest in science and reading for reluctant readers. A child reading at the 3rd

grade level should be able to read these books independently, but they can easily be read aloud to

non or struggling readers.

Bought this for my 5 year-old son at the Exploratorium gift shop in San Francisco. I knew he was a

bit young to understand a lot of the book, but we had played with making waves in the pool and I

had explained to him that sound and light work the same way. So when I saw the book and the

sound waves in the illustrations, I thought it would be a nice way to expand his understanding. We

read it last night and he really enjoyed it. He liked how the sound waves were coming out of

machines, people and animals and the book nicely explained amplitude and frequency. I didn't read

to him the technical parts about frequency and Hz because I thought it might bore him, but there

wasn't too much about it in the book. We both enjoyed the illustrations about echo and sound

dampening, and since he had played with both of them in real life, he now has a visual

understanding of how they both work. My son, being 5, liked the fact that Max Axiom looked like a

superhero. He is eager to read tonight the other 2 books in the series that I bought at the



Exploratorium. I think this would be appropriate for kids at any level of elementary school and

makes science more fun. I came to  to look for more books in this series!

The idea of these books is great, but they need to make the book longer with more of a plot so that

children have time to get into the adventure and learn the information.

My wife uses these in her 5th grade classroom and the students really like them. She found it

especially useful with reluctant readers.
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